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Postdoctoral Researcher: Advanced Culture Technology
Regenerative Medicine Institute

REF. No. NUIG 030-10
Applications are invited from suitably qualified candidates for a fixed term contract position as postdoctoral researcher – advanced culture technology within the Regenerative Medicine Institute.  Funding for this position is in place until 31st October 2011 and the successful applicant will be invited to take up the position as soon as possible.  
The Regenerative Medicine Institute (REMEDI) www.remedi.ie at the National University of Ireland, Galway is the coordinating partner of the EU-funded Collaborative Project PurStem, which utilises a rational and data-driven approach to the efficient and stable expansion of stem cells. 
There has been relatively little progress in the development of new culture technologies for the manufacture of post-natal stem cells and most efforts, including those in small-scale GMP facilities, rely on laboratory-scale methods with little benefit in terms of increasing output.  Progress in delivering stem cell therapy to patients is hampered by limited capacity with a potentially negative effect on the health of European citizens suffering from diseases untreatable by conventional medical technology.  As part of the European effort to promote “NanoMedicine - Nanotechnology for Health”, PurStem will progress the state of the art in the large scale production of post-natal stem cells.    

The successful candidate will provide expertise in current Good Manufacturing Practice (cGMP) and assist in the development of cGMP -compliant methods for serum-free isolation and growth of stem cells from bone marrow.  He / she will also be involved in advising the project on the development of methods for scale-up and cryopreservation of cells under serum-free conditions.  
Candidates should have a PhD in biomedical science or a related discipline with at least 3 years experience in research or biotechnology.  Experience in a cGMP manufacturing environment and in stem cell culture methodology is essential.
Salary Scale: €38,286 to €43,393 p.a. (commensurate with qualifications and experience)
Application Procedure:

Applicants should send a covering letter, detailed CV and the names and addresses of at least three referees via e-mail (in Word or PDF format only) to triona.quinn@nuigalway.ie
Please put Ref. no. NUIG 030-10 in subject line of e-mail when submitting application.
The closing date for receipt of applications is 5pm on Friday 11th June 2010.
Further information about PurStem is available at http://www.purstem.eu or http://www.remedi.ie.
For informal enquiries about this post, please contact Prof. Frank Barry, Professor of Cell Therapy and Scientific Director, REMEDI. E-mail: frank.barry@remedi.ie  or Dr. Mary Murphy at mary.murphy@nuigalway.ie
Job description.

The successful candidate will be required to:
· Assess project data for potential regulatory risks particularly with respect to components of serum-free media. 
· Advise on quality control requirements for tests on components of serum-free media.

· Assist in the development of serum-free media and final release assays for cells grown in media containing growth factors.

· Enable performance of QC checks and analytical laboratory tests and prepare GMP batches of serum-free media.

· Assist in identifying raw materials that comply with GMP requirements for raw materials for human cell-based medicinal products.
· Develop relevant assays and SOPs where necessary
· Participate in regular laboratory and consortium meetings and communicate with members of partner laboratories on a regular basis in support of the project’s research goals.

· Present data at regular consortium meetings and relevant international and national scientific conferences. 

· Attend meetings, seminars and participate in the exchange of ideas with other research groups at REMEDI.
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National University of Ireland, Galway is an equal opportunities employer.
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